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Town of McLennan 


1. LOCATION 


McLennan is located between the 55th and 56th parallel, 262 road miles 
northwest of Edmonton. The town is situated on the southern shore of Kimi- 
wan Lake, in the Peace River country of Northern Alberta. Altitude 2,052 feet. 


2. WEATHER 
Average summer temperature 


57 degrees F. 
17 degrees F. 
34 degrees F. 


Average winter temperature 


Average annual temperature 


3. PRECIPITATION 
Average annual rainfall 


12.53 inches 
54.70 inches. 
18.00 inches 


Average annual snowfall 


Average annual precipitation 


4. GEOLOGY 


The lower Smoky River shale or Kaskapar formation forms bedrock at 
McLennan. The shales of this formation are dark to black marine shales of 
Upper Cretaceous Age. 


The new shopping centre in the town is a popular rendezvous especially on 
weekends and shopping nights. 
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5. SOIL 
Vegetation 


A mixed deciduous and evergreen woodland with considerable peat and 
muskeg cover. Normal growing season is 110 days. 


Soil Profile 


The grey wooded soils of this area have developed under humid con- 
ditions. Surface horizons consist of a semi-decomposed leaf mould layer, which 
may be absent if the area has been burned over; a thin horizon which may be 
grey, black, brown or grey brown; and a severely leached and platy horizon 
averaging in depth from six to eight inches. Lower horizons are heavier 


textured, compact, and often darker in color. The depth of lime varies from 
30 to 50 inches. 


Fertility 


Soils in this zone are relatively less fertile because of leaching, the 
deeper the leached layer the less fertile. However, patches of transition soils 
are found within the zone. 


Land Use 
The soil of this area is particularly adapted for small seed crops. 


6. HISTORY 


The McLennan area was first surveyed for homesteads in 1905. The 
townsite was surveyed in 1915, and named after Dr. W. McLennan, secretary 
of the Edmonton-Dunvegan and British Columbia Railway. 


The headquarters for the Department of Lands and Forests is located in the town. 
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The town grew and prospered as an agricultural and railway centre. 
After reorganization of the railway’s operations in 1958, McLennan no longer 
served as a major repair point, although it still serves as a major division point 
and junction. Recognition of the dangers of being dependent on one or two 
industries sparked a determined effort to broaden McLennan’s industrial base, 
and this determination, on the part of its residents and leaders to ensure that 
their town remains a viable and prosperous community in future years, 
continues. 


7. LIVING ACCOMMODATION 
Apartments 


Two apartment blocks have a total of 24 suites, of which four are one- 
bedroom suites and 20 are two-bedroom. Rents range from $75 to $125 per 
month. There are a limited number of vacancies. 


Houses 


Two hundred and seventy, of which 247 are owner-occupied and 23 are 
rented. 


Building Costs 


The present cost of building a new home in McLennan is estimated at 
$15,000 to $20,000, including land. On a three-bedroom single family dwelling 
in McLennan annual taxes are approximately $495, and utilities cost approxi- 
mately $275 per year. Serviced residential lots are available for from $100 
to $200, upon application to Town Council. 


The fine nursing home is an important social asset to the district. 


3 


Cost of Living 


The cost of living in McLennan is slightly lower than in the larger urban 
centres such as Edmonton. Rents and entertainment costs are significantly 
lower, while food costs are slightly higher. 


8. ADMINISTRATION 


The Town is governed by an elected seven-member council — mayor and 
six councillors. A secretary-treasurer administers the Town’s affairs in accord- 
ance with the policies established by council. The Town is responsible for 
local planning and taxation, local public works, garbage collection, police and 
fire protection services. 


9. TAX STRUCTURE 


McLennan’s 1970 net assessment totalled $1,207,490, of which $215,440 
was for land, and $992,050 was for buildings and improvements. Mill rates 
of 30.25 for municipal purposes, 33.25 for education (40.50 for separate school 
supporters), 4.00 for hospital support, 1.00 for the home for the aged, 4.00 for 
Health Unit services, and .25 for nursing home support, brought the total mill 
rate to 72.75 (80.00 for separate school supporters) in 1970. Local taxes col- 
lected in McLennan in 1970 totalled $88,987. 


10. POLICE AND FIRE PROTECTION 


An R.C.M.P. detachment of one sergeant and five constables has its 
headquarters in McLennan. 


Fire fighting services are provided by a volunteer fire brigade of 16 
men under the direction of a Fire Chief responsible to the Town. Equipment 
consists of two pumper units and related gear. 


11. EDUCATION 


Local schools are administered by an elected five-member Public School 
Board and an elected five-member Separate School Board. 


McLennan Public School, built in 1967, has six classrooms where grades 
one to eight are taught by five teachers. Enrolment is 100. 


George P. Vanier High School at Donnelly, nine miles away is a 35-room 
school built in 1968. Grades nine to 12 courses offer high school diploma and 
senior matriculation programs, taught by 15 teachers. Enrolment is 270. 


Providence Separate School, with 16 classrooms, was built in 1954. 
Grades one to nine are taught by 11 teachers. Enrolment is 250. 


The Division of Vocational Education, Alberta Department of Educa- 
tion, operates a Vocational Training Centre for adults at Grouard, 60 miles 
from McLennan. Academic courses and basic instruction in manual skills for 
men and women are offered. This modern facility is capable of handling up 
to 200 students and is equipped with shops to provide training in skills such 
as carpentry, mechanics and welding. Northland School Division utilizes one 
wing of the school for instruction in advanced skills. 
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12. HEALTH SERVICES 


McLennan General Hospital District No. 90 operates a 63-bed hospital 
with facilities for major and minor surgery. The town has one medical clinic 
with three doctors, and one pharmacy. A 50-bed nursing home was built in 
McLennan in 1965. Dental services are available at Peace River and High 
Prairie. 


Preventive health and social services including pre-school programs and 
family life education are provided by the Peace River Health Unit. 


13. ELECTRIC POWER 
Electric power is supplied by Northland Utilities Limited, under fran- 
chise, at the following rates: 


Residential Commercial 
30 KWH or less - $2.60 min. - $3.10 min. 
next 20 KWH 4.2 First 40 KWH 6.6 
next 150 KWH 3 next 160 KWH a2 
next 400 KWH 295 next 200 KWH 23 
next 600 KWH and over 1.70 next 400 KWH and over 1.8 


14. GAS 
Natural gas is supplied by Northland Utilities Limited, under franchise, 
at the following rates: 


McLennan School is but one of several educational facilities in the town. 


5 


Domestic Optional 


2 MCF $3.00 min Above 1850 MCF per year, Min. $25.00 
Over 2 MCF 60° ¥ Over 1850 MCF per year, 50c per MCF. 
15. WATER 


The Town’s water supply is obtained from Winagami Lake, three miles 
southeast of McLennan. The present supply and distribution systems are 
sufficient to handle a 60% population increase. Higher demands would require 
additional capital expenditures. 


Chemical Analysis Parts per Million 
Total Solids 899.7 
Ignition Loss 73.8 
Hardness 220.0 
Sulphates 301.0 
Chlorides 10.0 
Nitrates .904 
Nitrites Nil 
Alkalinity (Bicarbonate of 

Lime and Magnesium) 231.0 
Iron Nil 


Remarks: Chemically this water is suitable for human consumption. 


The hospital supplies medical needs to a wide area about the town. 
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Rates 


Ist 2,500 gal. $ 5.00 min. $ 2.00 per M 
Ist 5,000 gal. 8.50 1.40 
Ist 10,000 gal. 14.50 1.20 
Ist 20,000 gal. 25.00 1.05 
Ist 35,000 gal. 39.25 95 
Ist 50,000 gal. 52.00 85 
Next 50,000 gal. 38.50 1D 
Over 100,000 gal. 70 


16. SEWAGE DISPOSAL 


Sewage is treated in an Anarobic system of pits and lagoons. All prop- 
erty north of the N.A.R. tracks is serviced. Sewer capacity is sufficient to 
handle a 60% increase in utilization. Additional increases would require the 
provision of additional or larger lagoons, for which sites are available. 


Garbage pickup and disposal services are provided by the Town on a 
weekly basis. 


17. GOVERNMENT OFFICES AND SERVICES 
Federal 
Post Office, Royal Canadian Mounted Police Detachment. 


Provincial 
Liquor Store, Forestry Station, Treasury Branch, Alberta Government 
Telephones. 


ae 


The Providence School draws students from a considerable distance about the town. 
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Municipal 


McLennan Town Office; Municipal District of Smoky River No. 130 
offices are located adjacent to Fahler. 


18. TRANSPORTATION 


McLennan is linked to the Peace River country to the west and north, 
and Edmonton to the south, by paved highways 49 and 2, 34, 43, 16. Linking 
McLennan with the Lesser Slave Lake area to the east and with Edmonton 
is the highways 2A, 2, 44, 18, 2 route. Although sections of highways 2 and 2A 
are not yet paved, Alberta Department of Highways and Transport’s priorities 
call for the completion of the paving of Highway 2 along the south shore of 
Lesser Slave Lake by 1973, followed by the paving of connecting highways 
such as 2A. 


Local trucking services are available from Fahler Transport Limited and 
Northern Alberta Railways at negotiable rates. 


Passenger bus service is provided by Canadian Coachways Ltd., includ- 
ing twice daily return service to Edmonton. 


McLennan is a major divisional point of the Northern Alberta Railway, 
connecting with other major railways. Passenger service to Edmonton is pro- 


vided bi-weekly. 


For air traffic, an unlicensed 2,700-foot sodded runway exists at Mc- 
Lennan. The nearest commercial airport is at the town of Peace River, 48 
miles from McLennan. 


The Cathedral is the site of the Archdiocese for the district. 
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19. COMMUNICATIONS 


McLennan is served by radio stations CFGP, Grande Prairie, CKYL, 
Peace River; and CBXY, Fahler (French). 


Television service is available from three CBC repeater stations at High 
Prairie, Channel 2; Peace River, Channel 1; and Grande Prairie, Channel 10; 
and on the CTV network from Channel 13, Grande Prairie, a repeater station 
of CFRN-TV, Edmonton. 


Telephone and telegraph services are provided by Alberta Government 
Telephones and CN-CP Telecommunications. 


Two daily newspapers, the Edmonton Journal and the Grande Prairie 
Herald-Tribune are circulated in McLennan, as well as two weeklies, the Peace 
River Gazette and the Fahler News. 


Emergency communication services are provided by three licensed Ham 
radio operators, and four mobile Ham operators. 


20. RECREATIONAL FACILITIES 


A local Recreation Board, advisory to Town Council, is active in Mc- 
Lennan. Assistance is provided by the Provincial Department of Culture, 
Youth and Recreation to aid in financing youth activities. 


A new 750-person capacity arena, with artificial ice provides facilities 
for a variety of indoor sports, including hockey and skating. 


Other recreation facilities include a three-sheet artificial ice curling rink, 
a park, playgrounds, a wading pool, three baseball diamonds, a nine-hole golf 
course, a public library, and two meeting halls (Elks - capacity 600, and 
Legion - capacity 100). 


Recreational opportunities in the town include golf, with sand greens offering a real challenge. 
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Following is a list of clubs and organizations in McLennan: 


McLennan Chamber of Commerce, Canadian Legion and Auxiliary, 
McLennan Golf Association, Church Women’s Auxiliary, Trail Rangers, Air 
Cadets, Metis Association of Alberta, Elks Club and Auxiliary, McLennan Curl- 
ing Association, Home and School Association, McLennan Library Association, 
Brownies, Canadian Girls in Training, Winagami Beach Association, Land of 
the Mighty Peace Tourist Association (headquarters). 


Churches: Anglican, Baptist Mission, Roman Catholic, United. Mc- 
Lennan is the seat of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of McLennan-Grouard, 
which includes all of Northern Alberta. 


21. FINANCIAL FACILITIES 
Toronto-Dominion Bank. 


22. HOTELS 
McLennan Hotel - 42 rooms, licensed premises, cafe. 


23. INDUSTRY AND BUSINESS 
The following businesses are operating in McLennan: 


Type of Industry No. of Type of Industry No. of 

or Business Establishments or Business Establishments 
Bakery. chicos k sae snttdscay aehecteo eo eee eee 1 Food’ Stores iesnce re sincnn cnt em cee era 2 
Baile Sere cares ten croc nes imatce re nas eee 1 Gass Stationsucc een ee eden erence 3 
Barber “Stop i r..25.) ences ees cone 1 Grain levator es cee eee 1 
Beatty (Salons: (7.032) trout lrcsee weet 2 Hardware s store oe) ee ee 1 
Blacksmith. {s 00 eho ae ee 1 Hotel i 
Building Contrastoralle eee 1 Hotel ee oon RRR eh RA SAM Re tee 
Coin-Teundmy pees ee 1 Insurance (“Agentsiiirc.ceaesncecrn Beene 2 
GConcrete,) Transit Mix 2.) 3... eee 1 Plumbing, Heating, Steam Fitting ........ 1 
Daity Depot te ee ee 1 SandNand= Gravel 4.05.5 27.0q acc ite 2 
Drygoods -Store2-5.. Sena eee 1 Trailers Coutteted oon alter eee i 


24. PLANNING 


Regional planning for the Peace River District is the responsibility of 
ane Peace River Regional Planning Commission (with headquarters at Grande 
rairie ). 


A Provincial Planning Committee exists to co-ordinate social and in- 
dustrial development in the Lesser Slave Lake Special Area in which McLennan 
is included. 


Local planning is the responsibility of the Town Council and a specially 
created Industrial Planning Committee. Land is available for industrial and 
commercial development through application to the Council. Land on track- 
age is also available for lease from the Northern Alberta Railway. 


25. NATURAL RESOURCES 
Peat Moss 


Peat bogs are present in the McLennan area. Studies as to location, 


10 


description and characteristics have been conducted by the Alberta Research 
Council, and this information is available from the Town Office. 


Forests 


McLennan is strategically located with respect to Forest Management 
Units P3, S10, S9, S3 and M3. Forest Management Units are areas reserved 
for the production in perpetuity of forest products. 


The Forest Management Units in the McLennan area include stands 
of white spruce, black spruce, balsam, pine and poplar. Cutting rights have 
been sold in several sections and are in various stages of development. Cut- 
ting rights in other sections are to be sold later. 


Forest Management Unit P3 is the most important unit to the commu- 
nity of McLennan. A government requirement of the successful purchaser 
of P3-D1, which consists of poplar, and for which the cutting rights have 
been sold to Alberta Stud Co., was the establishment of a mill west of the 
116th parallel (longitude) by July, 1972. McLennan is a logical location for 
this mill. 


Oil and Gas 


McLennan is situated midway between the Heart River gas field and 
the Normanville oil field and south of the Peace River oil sands deposits. How- 
ever, oil and gas exploration in the immediate vicinity of McLennan has not 
yet yielded any significant results. 


Sand and Gravel 


Sand and gravel of a quantity suitable for construction purposes is 
available within 15 miles of McLennan. 


The arena, large and well kept, is an important social centre during the winter months. 
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Recreational Resources 


The major recreational resource and tourist attraction of the area is 
Winagami Lake Provincial Park, 16 miles from McLennan. It offers excellent 
opportunities for camping, hiking, picnicking, water skiing, boating, fishing 
and swimming (lifeguard patrolled). The park is under the direction of a 
Provincial Warden. 


Hunting opportunities in the area are excellent, with moose, deer, ducks, 
geese and upland birds plentiful. 


26. INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 
Agriculture 


The average size of farms in the McLennan area is about 600 acres. 
Production includes barley, wheat, rapeseed, hay, cattle, hogs, honey and 
legume crops. Wheat and oat acreages are presently being reduced, and 
barley rapeseed and forage crops acreages are increasing. Total acreage 
farmed in the immediate McLennan area is 56,150; in all of M.D. No. 180 
acreage devoted to agriculture totals 552,962. 


Livestock population in the McLennan area has been declining in recent 
years as wheat became the main cash crop, but it is expected that this trend 
will be reversed in the years ahead. Present cattle and hog populations in 
M.D. 130 are estimated at 6,000 and 5,000 respectively. This does not include 
the area east and southeast of M.D. 180, which is also in close proximity to 
McLennan. 


Recreation, summer and winter, are enjoyed by local residents. This pool is a popular site. 
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About 4,000,000 pounds of honey are produced annually in the McLennan- 
Fahler region from about 21,000 colonies. 
Peat Moss 


A local peat processing mill exists at McLennan, but it is not yet in 
continuous production. 
Forestry 


Cutting rights in several forest areas in the McLennan district are in 
various stages of development. 


27. POPULATION 
The population (1969) of McLennan and district is as follows: 


Town of McLennan = L157 
McLennan Trading Area - 4,800 
Households in McLennan = 275 
Persons per household - 4.2 
Elementary School Population - 350 
High School Population ~ +90 


Religious composition of the population of the McLennan area is 60% 
Roman Catholic and 40% Protestant and others. Ethnic composition is 20% 
Indian and Metis and 80% Anglo Saxon, French and others. 


28. LABOUR FORCE 


The present working force in McLennan is employed primarily by retail 
businesses, nursing home and hospital, a major plumbing contractor, and the 
Northern Alberta Railway. Community payroll is estimated at $1,700,000. 

Average educational level of the labour force at McLennan is grade 10 
or its equivalent. An under-utilized labour pool of 100 to 150 persons, unskilled 
and relatively mobile, exists in the area. 


Government services affecting labour supply of the area include: 


Canada Manpower and Unemployment Insurance offices at High Prairie, 
Peace River and Grande Prairie; 


Workmen’s Compensation Board and Preventive Social Services offices 
at Municipal District Office; 


Apprenticeship training available from the Province; 
Vocational Training School at Grouard; 


Wage subsidies for unskilled local people engaged in training and 
employment, available under Special Area Agreement. 


29. DEVELOPMENT ADVANTAGES AND OPPORTUNITIES 


Many major advantages exist at McLennan as a site for the develop- 
ment of selected industries and businesses. Several of these advantages are 
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derived from McLennan being located within the Lesser Slave Lake Special 
Area, as defined by the Government of Canada and the Province of Alberta 
in the Special Area Agreement of May 13, 1970. 


The Special Area Program incentives available to industries establishing 
at McLennan include: grants up to 25% of capital costs, and up to $5,000 per 
job created; assistance to a maximum of 50% of total capital costs, or $12 million, 
whichever is the lesser; job training and retraining assistance, with community 
grants to provide the necessary infrastructure to support an industry. 


From the Provincial Government, special services are available from 
the Human Resources Development Authority and the Department of Industry 
and Tourism to assist industries locating at McLennan. 


The leaders and people of the Town of McLennan are prepared to offer 
their own incentives to viable industries and businesses locating in their town. 
These include: providing necessary information on local conditions; assistance 
in organizing local labour resources; providing any new housing required; low 
cost land; and local investment capital. 


Development possibilities at McLennan, in order of relative attractive- 
ness: 


Sawmill 

Dairy industry 

Honey processing industry 

Peat moss processing mill 

Winagami Lake tourism © 

Feedlot 

Auxiliary services to agriculture and forest products industries. 


et re Oho 


30. FURTHER INFORMATION 


Individuals or organizations interested in exploring the potential of 
McLennan for industrial development are invited to contact: 


THE SECRETARY, 
Industrial Planning Commission, 
McLennan, Alberta. 
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